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Study investigates factors affecting acceptance of human papillomavirus
vaccination among parents of Primary 4 to 6 boys and girls in Hong Kong

(Hong Kong, 21 October 2024) — Human papillomavirus (HPV) poses a substantial healthcare
burden in Hong Kong, with the potential to infect both males and females. A large-scale
study involving primary schools across Hong Kong revealed a general lack of knowledge
among parents of both genders. The team thinks that public education can be enhanced to
boost vaccination rates. The study results were published in the Hong Kong Medical Journal.

The research was conducted by the Department of Pharmacology and Pharmacy, Li Ka Shing
Faculty of Medicine, The University of Hong Kong (HKU). It investigated factors affecting parental
acceptance of HPV vaccination for their children. Between December 2021 and February 2022,
the team conducted a cross-sectional survey of parents with children in Primary 4 to 6 in Hong
Kong. Sixty-five schools agreed to participate and 844 parents completed the survey.

The study found that while parents of both boys and girls were generally aware of the HPV vaccine,
their knowledge about HPV and the vaccine itself was relatively unsatisfactory. On a 20-point HPV
knowledge test, the mean scores among girls’ parents and boys’ parents were 6.03 and 6.48,
respectively.

The Hong Kong Childhood Immunisation Programme (HKCIP) already includes free HPV
vaccination for Primary 5 and 6 girls at school. However, only 4.9% of parents of girls reported that
their daughters had received the HPV vaccine, despite the vaccination coverage rate being 85%
for the 2019/2020 school year.

Jody Chu, Senior Lecturer at the Department of Pharmacology and Pharmacy at HKU, who led the
research, said, ‘Some parents may not be fully aware of the government’s vaccination programme
and may not be clear about which vaccines are covered. Therefore, if the government implements
a catch-up HPV vaccination programme for girls aged 18 years or below in the future, enhanced
promotion and education efforts could be considered to further increase vaccination rates.’

The study also found that while 89.7% of parents of girls were willing to accept the HPV vaccine
for their children, the acceptance rate among parents of boys was slightly lower at 73.8%. The team
believes that the Chinese translation of the HPV vaccine is often referred to as the ‘cervical cancer
vaccine’, leading to the misconception that only females need it. In fact, HPV can also infect males,
associating genital warts and HPV-related cancers, including penile cancer, and head and neck
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cancers. The team also believes the acceptance rate among parents of boys remains relatively
high and recommends including boys in the HKCIP to eliminate HPV-related cancers in the long
run.

The article “Factors affecting human papillomavirus vaccine acceptance among parents of Primary
4 to 6 boys and girls in Hong Kong” was published in the Hong Kong Medical Journal.
https://doi.org/10.12809/hkm{2311144
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Source: Jody KP Chu, CW Sing, Y Li, et al. Factors affecting human papillomavirus vaccine acceptance
among parents of Primary 4 to 6 boys and girls in Hong Kong. Hong Kong Med J 2024;30:386-99.
https://doi.org/10.12809/hkmj2311144.
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